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Missouri; and General Buell, commanding the Depart-
ment of the Ohio.    General McClellan endeavored
to give such, directions as would cause tlie eastern and
western forces to act in concert.    There may have
been a time when General Halleck and General Buell
were restricted by instructions pertaining to the work-
ing out of tlie plan of the Commander-in-chief, but,
so far away from the headquarters of the army, it is
not likely that any offensive movements which either
of them saw fit to undertake in their own depart-
ments would have been prevented.   Early in January
General Grant was ordered to make ua great fuss"
about moving" on Ms forces to Nashville in connection
with McClellan's plan; but not to expose his flunk,
and by all. means  to avoid a serious  engagement.
General Buell proposed a combined attack on the
centre and  flanks  of  Johnston's  armies.    General
Halleck proposed a movement up the Tennessee and
Cumberland rivers, but with a force of not less than
sixty thousand  men.     General   McClellan  said  it
would better be postponed, and informed  General
Buell that his own plans rendered a speedy occupa-
tion of East Tennessee and its lines of rauVay,.mat-
ters of absolute necessity.   This looked like swinging
around to a point at which General Mitchel had be-
gun three months before.

Mitchel was the next officer.in rank in the depart-
ment to Buell. When Euell commenced to lay plans
for the Army of the Ohio, he invited Mitchel (the
order came rather in the form of an invitation than
an order) to come to Louisville for consultation.
This was the beginning of a series of interviews
which took place at intervals extending from early in
January to March, 1862, when the two commandersed, and
